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research addressing Health Systems Governance for an inclusive and sustainable social health protection 
scheme in Ghana and Tanzania, evidence for better lives researching into violence in pregnancy and early 
childhood in 15 countries, the performance of district health management teams in decentralised health 
systems in Ghana, Uganda and Malawi and a WHO project looking at making health insurance responsive to 
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directed interventions.

Prof. Adriana Baban is Professor of Health Psychology and Behavioural Medicine at Babes-Bolyai University, 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania. She has extensive experience in applied research in the field of social and behavioural 
dimensions of public health in Central and Eastern Europe. A focus of her work is addressing women’s 
reproductive health, adverse childhood experiences and how abuse is related to risk factors for health, children 
and adolescents mental well-being. Prof. Baban worked as UNICEF consultant for the prevention of violence 
against women and children in Albania. She currently works as WHO consultant for child maltreatment 
measurement and prevention. She has published more than 100 papers, books and chapters. She was awarded 
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Prevention, the development of policy for the prevention of interpersonal violence and the coordination of 
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clinical psychology and neuropsychology, and a doctoral degree for work examining the history and sociology 
of western medicine and public health in southern Africa. Prior to joining WHO, he worked mainly in Southern 
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and in collaboration with the Uganda-based Injury Prevention Initiative for Africa he participated in training 
violence and injury prevention workers from a number of African countries.
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research to improve the measurement of maltreatment. Michael has been a consultant with international 
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Pacific region.

Prof. Manuel Eisner is Wolfson Professor of Criminology, director of the Violence Research Centre and 
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on the developmental causes of crime and delinquency and on the effectiveness of early prevention during 
childhood. Prof. Eisner has been working as an expert and co-author of reports with governments, the World 
Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank and UNODC. In 2014, he organised, with the World Health 
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received an Order of the British Empire (OBE) for his services to Criminology. In 2013 he was awarded the 
Stockholm Prize in Criminology for his work on early-life crime prevention programmes. He has also received 
the Thorsten Sellin-Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck Award, and the August Vollmer Award from the American 
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from Cambridge University and an Honorary Sc.D. Degree from Trinity College, University of Dublin. His 
major research interest is in developmental criminology. He is Director of the Cambridge Study in Delinquent 
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journal articles and book chapters on criminology and psychology, he has published 111 books, monographs 
and government publications, and 156 shorter publications. 
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Centre’s Developmental Neuroscience Unit. He is an expert in the development of psychopathology. His 
research focuses on the mechanisms of socio-emotional development and the processes involved in risk 
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the Head of the Child Protection Unit at the Colombo North Teaching Hospital, Ragama. She is the Chair of 
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Child Protection Authority of Sri Lanka and a member of the Parliamentary Sectoral Oversight committee 
on Women and Gender. She is a General Paediatrician with clinical and research interests in child protection 
and has been involved in advocacy for children who have faced violence in Sri Lanka since 1992.

Prof. Frances Gardner is Professor of Child and Family Psychology, University of Oxford. She is Fellow of 
Wolfson College and co-Director of the Centre for Evidence-based Intervention. Her research focuses on the 
development, testing and dissemination of parenting interventions for reducing child behaviour problems 
and violence against children, with projects in the UK, USA, Eastern Europe, South Africa, Tanzania, 
Thailand and The Philippines. She investigates transportability of parenting interventions across cultures 
and countries, about mechanisms of change and the subgroups of families and children for whom these 
interventions are most effective. Her work has had considerable impact on policy and practice; for example, 
advising ministries, WHO and UNICEF on parenting policy in many countries. She is a founder member 
of WHO’s ‘Parenting for Lifelong Health’ initiative and serves on the Board of ‘Blueprints for Violence 
Prevention’. She was on a WHO expert panel on Standards of Evidence in Violence Prevention and on the 
UNODC expert panel on worldwide family skills training. She is Associate Editor of Prevention Science.

Dr David Good is in the Department of Psychology, University of Cambridge and is a Fellow of King’s College. 
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research and governance innovations. From 2000-08, he was Director of Education for the Cambridge 
MIT institute; from 2012-17 he was Director of Education for the School of Biological Sciences. He also 
served on the senior bodies of the Royal College of Art (2004-16) and was recently elected into an Honorary 
Fellowship there. His research focuses on the application of ideas and methods from Psychology to practical 
issues in industry and society. This has ranged from interventions that decrease the likelihood of violence 
by those who hold certain beliefs and values, to developing techniques for assessing the non-academic 
competencies of new doctors. His experiences in brokering relationships between academic disciplines led 
him to establish the Crucible Network with Alan Blackwell in 2000. His work has been funded by a wide 
variety of charitable bodies, research councils and industrial partners. David’s motivation to contributing to 
the Sustainable Development Goals through the participation in Cambridge Global Challenges is shown by 
his role as a mentor for CAPREX and as an Advisory Board member for Cambridge in Africa. In 2009, he also 
began a collaboration with Sharath Srinivasan, which led to the creation of the Africa’s Voices project and 
the Foundation of the same name, where he is a Trustee. He contributes to the Engineering for Sustainable 
Development MPhil.

Alessandra Guedes is the Regional Advisor on Family Violence at the WHO Regional Office for the 
Americas/Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington, DC, where she oversees its work in 
the areas of violence against children and violence against women. She has worked in public health since 
1994, involved in cutting-edge reproductive issues, such as adolescent reproductive health, safe abortion, 
violence against women and emergency contraception. Alessandra is the recipient of a British Chevening 
Scholarship; she holds an MSc in Public Health for Developing Countries from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine and an MA in Art Therapy from the George Washington University, where she 
received a scholarship. She is currently the Co-chair of  the Coordinating Group of  the Sexual Violence 
Research  Initiative (SVRI) and was previously Vice-president of Promundo (a Brazilian NGO working 
with men and boys to promote gender equality). She has participated in various professional groups and 
consortia including Post-Abortion Care Consortium (co-chair of Safe Motherhood Task Force), International 
Emergency Contraception Consortium and Latin American Consortium for Emergency Contraception 
(member of the Steering Committee). 



Prof. Claire Hughes is Professor in the Department of Psychology and Deputy Director of the Centre for 
Family Studies, University of Cambridge. She is an expert in developmental psychopathology and the 
role of parent-child interactions in positive child development. Her research (funded principally by the 
ESRC) includes a number of longitudinal studies to investigate social and cognitive influences on children’s 
adjustment and was recognised by a ‘Women of the Year’ Award in 2011. These studies include international 
collaborations with research partners in Hong Kong, Italy, the USA and the Netherlands.

Prof. Marinus H. van IJzendoorn is Professor of Human Development at the Department of Psychology, 
Education and Child Studies and one of the PIs of Generation R at Erasmus University Rotterdam. He is 
also an Honorary Senior Visiting Fellow, Department of Public Health and Primary Care, School of Clinical 
Medicine, University of Cambridge, UK. His main interest is in the study of parenting from an interdisciplinary 
perspective, with a special emphasis on attachment, and in research on epidemiology and neurobiology of 
child maltreatment within the family, as well as in institutional settings (www.marinusvanijzendoorn.nl).

Dr Bernadette Madrid is the Director of the Child Protection Unit (CPU) of the University of the Philippines 
- Philippine General Hospital, where she is Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics. Dr Madrid is the 
convener of the Child Abuse, Neglect & Exploitation Study Group at the University of the Philippines 
National Institutes of Health. She is the Executive Director of the Child Protection Network Foundation, Inc. 
(CPN), an NGO that supports the training of Child Protection Professionals and the development of Women 
and Child Protection Units in the Philippines. Dr Madrid has published several papers on child abuse & 
neglect which have led to changes in policy and practice in the Philippines. She is a reviewer for Child 
Abuse and Neglect, the International Journal and the Journal of Interpersonal Violence. She has engineered 
changes in the medical, legal and social welfare paradigm on women and child protection in the Philippines, 
which has led to several national awards.

Dr Mary Catherine Maternowska is a socio-medical researcher with applied expertise in academic and 
field venues spanning the Americas, Africa and Asia. She has developed and evaluated donor-funded 
national, regional and global programmes in three continents focusing on sexual and reproductive health 
and related gender issues. From 2000-2010, Dr Maternowska led 10 mixed methods research initiatives 
addressing gender, power and culture at the University of California, San Francisco. Since 2010, she has 
developed innovative ways to enhance adolescent and child well-being with a focus on interpersonal 
violence prevention, care and treatment. At UNICEF’s Office of Research - Innocenti, she managed a global 
child protection research agenda on the drivers of violence affecting children using data to drive change. 
She is serving as the Lead on Data and Evidence for the Global Partnership to End Violence Secretariat, 
based in the Geneva office.

Prof. Terrie E. Moffitt’s expertise is in lifelong aging, mental health, longitudinal research methods, 
developmental theory, neuropsychology and gene-environment interplay. She is Associate Director of 
the Dunedin Longitudinal Study, which follows a 1972 birth cohort in New Zealand. She also founded the 
Environmental Risk Longitudinal Twin Study (E- Risk), following a 1994 birth cohort in the UK. Prof Moffitt is 
a licensed clinical psychologist, specialised in neuropsychological assessment. She is Trustee of the Nuffield 
Foundation (UK), member of the National Advisory Council on Aging (US-NIH) and Chair of the Jury for 
the Klaus J. Jacobs Prize (Switzerland). She is an elected Fellow of the US National Academy of Medicine, 
British Academy, UK Academy of Medical Sciences, Academia Europa, Association of Psychological Science 
and the American Society of Criminology. She holds honorary doctorates from the Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, Belgium and Universitat Basel, Switzerland. Prof Moffitt received her PhD in psychology at the 
University of Southern California and completed training at the University of California, Los Angeles, at the 
Neuropsychiatric Institute.

Dr Aja Murray is a lecturer in Psychology at the University of Edinburgh, formerly a Fellow of Emmanuel 
College and the Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, where she became involved in the 
Evidence for Better Lives Study. Her research covers topics such as mental health across development; 
domestic violence and longitudinal and quantitative research methodology. She has around 95 peer-
reviewed publications and currently holds several grants and fellowships in these areas, including a British 
Academy/Wolfson Fellowship to investigate domestic violence during pregnancy and an Understanding 
Society Fellowship to investigate methods of addressing attrition in longitudinal studies.



Dr Sarah Skeen is a Senior Researcher in the Prevention Research for Community, Family and Child Health 
unit at Stellenbosch University, South Africa. Her research interests include early childhood development, 
language development, violence against children, parenting and maternal/caregiver mental health. She 
previously worked in mental health policy research at the University of Cape Town and as a Technical Officer 
in the Department of Mental Health and Substance Use at the World Health Organization in Geneva. She 
has a clinical qualification as a speech and language therapist, with a focus on developmental disability and 
post graduate training in international health and public mental health.

Dr Siham Sikander has been working on task-shifting interventions for perinatal mental health and early 
child development in Pakistan. He is also interested in long-term follow-up studies to understand the 
effects of chronic adversities on early child development. His career has involved working with the health 
systems of Pakistan and building links with the Ministry of National Health Services, NGOs and a number 
of academic institutions that work to address public health issues in Pakistan. Alongside he has developed 
international links with US- and UK-based universities, and continues to work collaboratively.

Dr Diana Taut is a Lecturer at the Department of Psychology, BBU. Her work focuses on two areas: 1) 
intervention and counselling for promoting the self-regulation of health behaviours (eating and physical 
activity) and 2) counselling of vulnerable groups. She was a member of several EU-funded projects such 
as 7th Framework, Norway Innovation Grants, DJ Justice, all focused on promoting health behaviours and 
well-being in children and adolescents, including those coming from disadvantaged populations. She is 
also involved in the Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) study, focusing on health-related 
outcomes, health inequalities and well-being in children and adolescents. She is a grant director for The 
Role of Social Images of Foods in Snacking Habits of Adolescents (2015-2017) awarded by the Romanian 
Executive Agency for the Funding of University Studies. She has published more than 15 peer-reviewed 
papers and books in peer review journals.

Prof. Vo Van Thang is a medical doctor and Public Health Specialist in Vietnam, with expertise in community 
health, perinatal depression, gender-based violence and reproductive health. He is the Dean of the Public 
Health Faculty and is also working as Director of the Institute for Community Health Research (ICHR) at 
Hue University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Vietnam. He is President of the Thua Thien Hue provincial 
Association of Public Health and Preventive Medicine. He and his ICHR colleagues have recently completed 
several epidemiological studies with new mothers in Hue City and surrounding areas, which focused on 
mental health and family adversity.

Dr Sara Valdebenito is a Research Associate at the Violence Research Centre, Institute of Criminology, 
University of Cambridge. She is the international coordinator of the EBLS Foundational Study. Her research 
is focused on the role that schools and teachers play in healthy child development. Using meta-analytical 
techniques, she has tested the effectiveness of school-based interventions to prevent antisocial behaviour 
and school exclusion. As a consultant for UNICEF, she is currently a co-investigator in the project ELPI-Chile, 
a longitudinal study focusing on violence against children during early childhood.

Prof. Susan Walker is Professor of Nutrition and Director of the Caribbean Institute for Health Research 
at The University of the West Indies, Jamaica. She heads the Child Development Research Group whose 
work on low-cost approaches to promote children’s cognitive and social-emotional development has been 
critical in driving global attention to the importance of responsive interactions and stimulation for children 
under three years. Recent work includes evaluation of parenting programmes feasible at scale in three 
Caribbean countries and development and evaluation of a training package Reach Up: An early childhood 
parenting programme, based on the 30-year follow-up of participants from the Jamaica supplementation 
and stimulation study.


